
 

A SHOT: #A LOVE STORY INSPIRED BY BLACK LIVES MATTER   BACKSTAGE GUIDE   1 

 

 

BACKSTAGE GUIDE 

 

A publication of  COMMUNITY SERVICE    at 

                  AMERICAN BLUES THEATER  



  

2    AMERICAN BLUES THEATER 

 

BACKSTAGE CALLBOARD 

 

A SHOT: #A LOVE  
STORY INSPIRED BY  

BLACK LIVES MATTER 
By Gloria Bond Clunie 

 
Directed by Chuck Smith* 

 

When Mrs. Nettie Morris (Wandachristine) 
goes to the storefront campaign office of 
congressional hopeful Jeffrey Talbott (Ian Paul 
Custer) determined to save her grandson from 
Chicago’s violent streets and incarceration 
with an ingenious plan – a very personal life 
and death struggle takes a surprising turn.  
 

 
* Ensemble member of American Blues Theater 

STARRING 

Ian Paul Custer* Wandachristine* 
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DIGITAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
“We are using equipment and high-speed internet, not available in many 
indigenous communities. Even the technologies that are central to much of the 
art we make, leaves significant carbon footprints, contributing to changing 
climates that disproportionately affect indigenous people worldwide. I invite 
you to join us in acknowledging all this, as well as our shared responsibility to 
make good of this time and for each of us to consider our roles in reconciliation, 
decolonization, and ally-ship.” 

—excerpt from Adrienne Wong 
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ABOUT BLACK LIVES MATTER 

The below is taken directly from the Black Lives Matter website. For more information and to join the movement, visit 
BlackLivesMatter.com 

#BlackLivesMatter was founded in 2013 in response to the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s murderer. Black Lives Matter 

Foundation, Inc is a global organization in the US, UK, and Canada, whose mission is to eradicate white supremacy and 

build local power to intervene in violence inflicted on Black communities by the state and vigilantes. By combating and 

countering acts of violence, creating space for Black imagination and innovation, and centering Black joy, we are 

winning immediate improvements in our lives. 

We are expansive. We are a collective of liberators who believe in an inclusive and spacious movement. We also 

believe that in order to win and bring as many people with us along the way, we must move beyond the narrow 

nationalism that is all too prevalent in Black communities. We must ensure we are building a movement that brings all 

of us to the front. 

We affirm the lives of Black queer and trans folks, disabled folks, undocumented folks, folks with records, women, and 

all Black lives along the gender spectrum. Our network centers those who have been marginalized within Black 

liberation movements. 

We are working for a world where Black lives are no longer systematically targeted for demise. 

We affirm our humanity, our contributions to this society, and our resilience in the face of deadly oppression. 

The call for Black lives to matter is a rallying cry for ALL Black lives striving for liberation. 

https://blacklivesmatter.com/
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RACIAL EQUITY TOOLS: TERMS TO KNOW 

 Racism = race prejudice + social and institutional power 
 Racism = a system of advantage based on race 
 Racism = a system of oppression based on race 
 Racism = a white supremacy system  
 

Racism is different from racial prejudice, hatred, or discrimination. Racism involves one group having the power to 
carry out systematic discrimination through the institutional policies and practices of the society and by shaping the 
cultural beliefs and values that support those racist policies and practices.  

RACISM 

STRUCTURAL RACISM 

The normalization and legitimization of an array of dynamics – historical, cultural, institutional and interpersonal – 

that routinely advantage Whites while producing cumulative and chronic adverse outcomes for people of color. 

Structural racism encompasses the entire system of White domination, diffused and infused in all aspects of society 

including its history, culture, politics, economics and entire social fabric. Structural racism is more difficult to locate in 

a particular institution because it involves the reinforcing effects of multiple institutions and cultural norms, past and 

present, continually reproducing old and producing new forms of racism. Structural racism is the most profound and 

pervasive form of racism – all other forms of racism emerge from structural racism. 

For example, we can see structural racism in the many institutional, cultural, and structural factors that contribute to 

lower life expectancy for Black men compared to white men. These include higher exposure to environmental toxins, 

dangerous jobs and unhealthy housing stock, higher exposure to and more lethal consequences for reacting to 

violence, stress and racism, lower rates of health care coverage, access and quality of care and systematic refusal by 

the nation to fix these things.     

The systematic fair treatment of people of all races, resulting in equitable opportunities and outcomes for all. Racial 

justice—or racial equity—goes beyond “anti-racism.” It is not just the absence of discrimination and inequities, but 

also the presence of deliberate systems and supports to achieve and sustain racial equity through proactive and 

preventative measures. 

Racial Justice [is defined] as the proactive reinforcement of policies, practices, attitudes and actions that produce 

equitable power, access, opportunities, treatment, impacts and outcomes for all. 

RACIAL JUSTICE 

Anti-Racism is defined as the work of actively opposing racism by advocating for changes in political, economic, and 

social life. Anti-racism tends to be an individualized approach, and set up in opposition to individual racist behaviors 

and impacts.  

ANTI-RACISM 

The below definitions are from the Racial Equity Tools website. To view the full Racial Equity Tools Glossary and the list of primary 
sources cited for each of these definitions visit RacialEquityTools.org/Glossary 

https://www.racialequitytools.org/glossary
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More than one 

thousand people are 

killed by police every 

year in America. 

Nearly sixty percent of victims 

did not have a gun or were 

involved in activities that 

should not require police 

intervention such as harmless 

"quality of life" behaviors or 

mental health crises. 

There were only 27 days in 

2019 where police did not 

kill someone. This pattern 

must stop. We must end 

police violence so we can live 

and feel safe in this country. 

ABOUT POLICE VIOLENCE IN AMERICA 

The below is taken directly from the Campaign Zero and Mapping Police Violence websites. Learn more and support their work at 
JoinCampaignZero.org and MappingPoliceViolence.org 

Black people are most likely to be killed by police. 

https://www.joincampaignzero.org/
https://mappingpoliceviolence.org/
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ABOUT POLICE VIOLENCE IN AMERICA 

There is no accountability.  
99% of killings by police from 2013 - 

2019 have not resulted in officers being 

charged with a crime. 

 

We can live in an America where the 

police do not kill people. Police in 

England, Germany, Australia, Japan, 

and even cities like Irvine, 

CA, demonstrate that public safety 

can be ensured without killing 

civilians. By implementing the right 

policy and systemic changes, we can 

end police killings and other forms of 

police violence in the United States. 
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Recent protests calling for radical changes to American policing have brought much-needed attention to the systemic 

racism within our criminal justice system. This extends beyond policing, of course: Systemic racism is evident at every 

stage of the system, from policing to prosecutorial decisions, pretrial release processes, sentencing, correctional 

discipline, and even reentry. The racism inherent in mass incarceration affects children as well as adults, and is often 

especially punishing for people of color who are also marginalized along other lines, such as gender and class. 

These charts provide a fuller picture of racial inequality in the criminal justice system, and make clear that a broad 

transformation will be needed to uproot the racial injustice of mass incarceration. 

Black people are disproportionately likely to be arrested and to be arrested repeatedly in the same year: 

Black youth are arrested far out of proportion to their share of all youth in the U.S.: 

VISUALIZING THE 
RACIAL DISPARITIES IN MASS INCARCERATION 

The below is an excerpt from a July 27, 2020 article titled “Visualizing the Racial Disparities in Mass Incarceration” from the Prison 
Policy Initiative. For further information about these disparities and the harm of mass criminalization, visit PrisonPolicy.org. 

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/
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VISUALIZING THE 
RACIAL DISPARITIES IN MASS INCARCERATION 

Racial disparities in prison incarceration rates, by sex, 2018 (U.S.): 

Illinois has an incarceration rate of 564 per 100,000 people (including prisons, jails, immigration detention, and 
juvenile justice facilities), meaning that it locks up a higher percentage of its people than many wealthy 
democracies do.  Rates of imprisonment in Illinois have grown dramatically in the last 40 years. 
 

Racial and ethnic disparities in prisons and jails in Illinois:  

MASS INCARCERATION IN ILLINOIS 
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My Block, My Hood, My City Empowers 
Young People with Jobs, Opportunities 

Jahmal Cole began his organization, My Block, My Hood, 

My City, to “take care of people no matter what.” 

My Block, My Hood, My City provides jobs to teenagers 
through youth-led tour programs. Teenagers in the 
program give “asset-based tours” of their neighborhoods 
to people from all over Chicago, which Cole said allows 
them to develop public speaking skills and pride for their 
neighborhoods. 

Cole said the group also works with about 150 students 
from 10 schools in under-resourced communities and 
takes them on an educational trip every month to learn 
about various career opportunities. 

“It’s hard to be what you can’t see, so we expose our kids. 
We take them out of their comfort zones and we expose 
them to different cultures, different professions, different 
cuisines,” Cole said. Cole said he believes gun violence is a 
reflection of “racial injustice or economic injustice, poor 
neighborhoods, low-performing schools, high rates of 
incarceration and unemployment.” 

Cole said there is no “copy, paste” solution to violence and 
each neighborhood in Chicago is different, but he hopes to 

learn more about “alternative emergency responses” and 
figuring out how to fund social programs instead of relying 
on police. 

My Block, My Hood, My City held a Peace Walk earlier this 
month on 79th Street in solidarity with Floyd and other 
victims of police violence. The organization also gave out 
1,000 meals to residents who attended the march. 

Cole called on people to combat neighborhood violence by 
showing up and giving talent and time. “If you want to 
reduce violence, you just got to pretty much show up. You 
got to show up. And if you’re not willing to walk into a 
nonprofit and say, ‘How can I help?,’ you’re probably part 
of the problem,” Cole said. 

Healing Corner Organizes Spaces to Heal  
and Provide Resources 

Arielle Maldonado, co-founder of the Healing Corner, said 

the group is focused on providing resources and support 

to families on the West Side. The Healing Corner was 

founded in 2015 after a shooting interrupted a prayer vigil. 

The organization grew from a gathering on Division Street 
and Keeler Avenue to members fostering conversations 
with current and former gang members, Maldonado said. 
The group still meets at corners of the city known for 

PROTESTING GUN VIOLENCE  
IN CHICAGO 

The below is from a June 24, 2020 Block Club Chicago article titled “Chicagoans DO Protest Gun Violence And Organize For Safer 

Neighborhoods All The Time. Here’s How” by Alexandra Chaidez. It has been edited for length. The full article can be found here.  

It’s a familiar refrain. Anytime people of color protest against police brutality — as they did across the country in 
response to the killing of George Floyd — critics of the protests ask why the same people don’t address gun violence in 
their communities. 

They are wrong. Chicagoans routinely organize and protest against gun violence in their neighborhoods all the time, 
and many are gearing up their activism again after one of Chicago’s bloodiest weekends. 

Furthermore, community organizers say many of their critics are missing the point of the protests entirely: They are 
demanding more community investment, not more policing, to address the systemic issues that lead to violence in 
their neighborhoods. 

Last weekend, more than 100 people were shot across the city. Fourteen were killed, including five children: A 3-year-
old shot while riding a car, a 13-year-old shot inside her home, and two teenagers who’d gone out to buy candy. 
Community members turned out in Austin Monday night to memorialize two of the young victims, Mekhi James and 
Amaria Jones. In addition to grieving their loss, community activists raised reward money to help arrest Mekhi’s 
shooter, urged residents to break the code of silence and come forward with information, and pushed local leaders to 
acknowledge how stripping resources from their communities for decades leads to devastating crime. 

Here are some of the activists and organizations working year round to prevent violence in Chicago: 

https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/05/07/my-block-my-hood-my-city-summer-job-program-will-connect-teens-with-seniors-in-need-during-pandemic/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/05/07/my-block-my-hood-my-city-summer-job-program-will-connect-teens-with-seniors-in-need-during-pandemic/
https://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20170328/west-humboldt-park/the-healing-corner-spring-kick-off-saturday/
https://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20170328/west-humboldt-park/the-healing-corner-spring-kick-off-saturday/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/06/24/chicagoans-do-protest-gun-violence-and-organize-for-safer-neighborhoods-all-the-time-heres-how/
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PROTESTING GUN VIOLENCE  
IN CHICAGO 

violent incidents, passes out free food and other 
resources, and begins discussions around violence. 

Now, the organization is also working to stay in touch with 
families in the community. “We’ve met a lot of families 
that we’ve basically focused on keeping in touch with and 
maintaining relationships with and mentoring those 
children and taking them out to do activities … — just 
supporting them with necessary needs like anything from 
food, clothes, birthday gifts, Christmas gifts,” she said. 

While the coronavirus pandemic has stalled the healing 
corners, Maldonado is hoping to host a small “grab and 
go” event July 3 at Division Street and Pulaski Road. 

Maldonado said people who comment on social media 
about a lack of protests and action around gun violence 
have a “really shallow understanding of the core of the 
issue.” 

“Some people are saying that it’s not enough, that it’s just 
going to continue, but I feel like if everyone could mentor 
one youth, it would save a ton of lives,” she said. 
 

Black Mothers Organize March to Call  
for Peace In Their Neighborhoods 

Mama’s Of the Movement organized a rally in Washington 

Park in response to police violence in early June. Activist 

Tanikia Carpenter told Block Club the march welcomed 

children and supported Black motherhood. 

“Whether a child dies of police brutality, or a grown man 
like George Floyd, that’s still somebody’s baby,” Carpenter 
said. “When he called out for his mom, all of the moms felt 
that. This is our response. We are here, we are present. 
These are our Black babies dying in the street.” 

Mama’s Of the Movement also presented a list of 
demands, including requiring police officers to have four-
year degrees, community training and racial reconciliation 
training. 

South Side Organizations Use Violence 
Prevention Grant  
More than 160 local organizations received funding this 

May from the Partnership for Safe and Peaceful 

Communities, a philanthropic network, to aid young 

people and prevent peak gun violence during the summer. 

One of the organizations that received funding is Culturally 
Helping and Making Positive Success, known as 
C.H.A.M.P.S. The program mentors Black and Brown young 
adults by holding events like weekly virtual mentor calls on 
Zoom. 

“It’s more important than ever that we connect our youth 
with caring mentors,” said Chief Operating Officer Gavin 
Lamb. “We really appreciate the Chicago Fund’s flexibility 
and desire to put resources in the hands of those 
organizations working to meet the needs of our 
communities this summer.” 

Community Groups Unite to Tackle Violence 
in Pilsen, Chinatown 

After three people were killed over the span of three days 

in Chinatown and Pilsen earlier this year, Ald. Byron Sigcho

-Lopez (25th) announced plans to bring together 

community groups to reduce violence in his district. 

Sigcho-Lopez said neighborhood groups like St. Paul’s 
Parish and Pilsen Neighbors and local schools worked 
together to formulate plans. 

Young Athletes Play in Huge Anti-Violence 
Basketball Tournament 

Hundreds of young athletes shut down Columbus Drive 

Downtown to play in a huge basketball tournament to 

reduce violence throughout the summer. 

The tournament is part of anti-violence program Hoops in 
the Hood, which gives young people ages 8-19 the 
opportunity to play basketball to stay safe and occupied. 
Bulls alumni Bob Love and Mickey Johnson joined the 
tournament. 

‘Army Of Moms‘ Keeps Kids Safe On 75th St. 
Mothers Against Senseless Killings took over the corner of 
75th Street and Stewart Avenue in Englewood, which had 
long been plagued by gun violence. 

The group, led by founder Tamar Manasseh, has stood vigil 
since 2015, transforming a once-neglected, violence-
plagued corner into a place where sidewalk chalk meets 
smoke-filled grills. Their vigilance led to a drop in violence 
on the corner. 

The group has also built a pop-up school and routinely 
holds programming for youth on the corner. 

https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/06/05/these-south-side-peace-marches-aim-to-empower-black-mothers-feed-those-in-need/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/06/05/these-south-side-peace-marches-aim-to-empower-black-mothers-feed-those-in-need/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/05/28/how-2-south-side-organizations-plan-to-keep-the-peace-this-summer-thanks-to-a-violence-prevention-grant/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/05/28/how-2-south-side-organizations-plan-to-keep-the-peace-this-summer-thanks-to-a-violence-prevention-grant/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/02/17/after-murders-in-pilsen-and-chinatown-community-groups-unite-for-holistic-plan-to-stop-the-violence/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2020/02/17/after-murders-in-pilsen-and-chinatown-community-groups-unite-for-holistic-plan-to-stop-the-violence/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2019/08/09/hundreds-of-young-athletes-will-shut-down-columbus-downtown-for-a-huge-anti-violence-basketball-tournament/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2019/08/09/hundreds-of-young-athletes-will-shut-down-columbus-downtown-for-a-huge-anti-violence-basketball-tournament/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2019/05/30/after-years-of-keeping-kids-safe-on-75th-street-army-of-moms-bringing-a-new-education-center-to-a-formerly-vacant-lot/
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

ABC7’s Stop the Violence 
ABC7 Chicago created an in-depth collection of resources that address violence and gun violence. 

Assata’s Daughters  
A grassroots intergenerational collective of radical Black women located in the city of Chicago. 

Black Lives Matter 

Global network builds power to bring justice, healing, and freedom to Black people across the globe. 

Brave Space Alliance 
Black-led, trans-led LGBTQ Center located on the South Side of Chicago. 

Campaign Zero 
The comprehensive platform of research-based policy solutions to end police brutality in America.  

The Loveland Foundation—Loveland Therapy Fund 

Provides funding for Black women and girls to receive therapy support.  

My Block My Hood My City 

Chicago-based non-profit provides youth with an awareness of the world and opportunities beyond their 

neighborhood. 

NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund 

America’s premier legal organization fighting for racial justice.  

https://abc7chicago.com/stop-the-violence-resources-chicago-in/3894299/
https://www.assatasdaughters.org/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=7099b90d1a350f88508af68193bcc61eee3d688d-1596544322-0-AdG816a0UEe1XWrV-sfrjvucB-BfQ0rTWswZhUUZWnJmboCSHo6a1XRDsRWwm-C8f-A6SBhTnwpN76P5T5IaT_JzdV0bePJMjmPjyaEbMTORWdC-O6MoPZRPj0tgKMm8IH2wxhnl5ApBTBg8LyXxoqPQNLG
https://www.bravespacealliance.org/
https://www.joincampaignzero.org/
https://thelovelandfoundation.org/loveland-therapy-fund/
https://www.formyblock.org/
https://www.naacpldf.org/
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AMERICAN BLUES THEATER 

Winner of American Theatre Wing’s prestigious National Theatre Company Award, American Blues Theater is a 

premier arts organization with an intimate environment that patrons, artists, and all Chicagoans call home.  American 

Blues Theater explores the American identity through the plays it produces and communities it serves. 

We believe in cooperative collaborations both on and off-stage. We provide community service for many not-for-

profits, such as the Lynn Sage Foundation, Chicago Public Schools, Greater Chicago Food Depository, Illinois Farm 

Bureau, Misericordia, PAWS Chicago, and the USO.  Since 2009, we’ve held food & book drives, distributed 

promotional tickets, and raised awareness for children’s surgeries and health needs. We donate proceeds from 

“Pediatric Previews” to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

Our diverse and multi-generational 31-member Ensemble has nearly 600 combined years of collaboration on stage. As 

of 2020, our theater and artists have 221 Joseph Jefferson Awards and nominations that celebrate excellence in 

Chicago theater and 38 Black Theater Alliance Awards. Our artists are honored with Pulitzer Prize nominations, 

Academy Awards, Golden Globe Awards, Emmy Awards, and numerous other accolades. 

American Blues Theater is committed to developing the classic plays and musicals of tomorrow. More than half of our 

mainstage productions are world and Chicago premieres. Our new play development consists of a variety of programs 

– including world and Chicago premieres, the nationally-recognized Blue Ink Playwriting Award, Blueprint play 

development, and annual Ripped: the Living Newspaper Festival of new short-plays.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
American Blues Theater is supported in part by The Davee Foundation, The MacArthur Funds for Arts & Culture at Prince, the 
Shubert Foundation, The Chicago Community Trust, Angell Foundation, llinois Arts Council Agency, Anixter  
Foundation, Actors’ Equity Foundation, Northern Trust, Eurex, Benjamin Rosenthal Foundation, Seyfarth Shaw LLP,  
and the Chip Pringle Fund.  

ABOUT AMERICAN BLUES THEATER 


